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CHRISTMAS

The vast majority of Christian Churches proclaim that
Jesus® was born on the 25" of December and it is on
this date that Christians all over the world celebrate
Christmas Day. Although the manner in which this
occasion is observed raises many points of discussion,
we are focusing attention only on whether or not Jesus®
was born on the 25th of December. We quote the views
and findings of some Christian authorities who believe
that he was born at another time of the year.

Bishop Barnes writes:

There is, moreover, no authority for the belief that
December 25th was the actual birthday of Jesus ... Our
Christmas Day seems to have been accepted about 300
AD. (Rise of Christianity)

Chambers Encyclopedia states:

There is no authoritative tradition as to the day or
month of Christ’s birth and some uncertainty exists as
to the actual year. St. Clements of Alexandria refers to
calculations which placed it in April or May.

The Encyclopedia Britannica informs us:

Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the
Church, and before the 5th century, there was no
general consensus of opinion as to when it should come
into the calendar. The exact day and year of Christ’s
birth have never been satisfactorily settled.

According to the Holy Qur’an, the birth of Jesus® took
place at a time when fresh dates are found on palm-
trees in Judea. After delivering Jesus® under a palm-
tree, an angel spoke to Mary saying;:

And shake towards thyself the trunk of the palm-tree;
it will drop upon thee fresh ripe dates. (19:26)

The Bible mentions that shepherds were watching their
sheep at the time of Jesus® birth, which would have
been most unlikely in December when the climate in
Judea is extremely cold.

Editorial
The Review of Religions, December 1990

6 REASONS WE DO NOT CELEBRATE

Jesus® was not the son of God nor
God incarnate.

Christmas is a paganistic holiday/

Muslims do not celebrate birthdays of
prophets, nor did the early Christians.

The Bible and the Holy Qur’an affirm
that Jesus® was not born on December
25, nor was he born in winter|

Prophet Muhammad®® has prohibited
us)from imitating Christians or Jews.

Christians themselves disagree over
the exact birthdate of Jesus®.

Six reasons Muslims - or anyone - should not celebrate Christmas.
Alislam.org
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IMPORTANT DATES
Admissions Open Nov - Jan, 2026
‘AAC Exams Jan 19 - 28, 2026
GHQS Short Course Exams Jan 20 - 28, 2026
GHQS Hifz Program Exams Jan 05 - 30, 2026
Winter Semester Orientation Feb 6, 2026
Feb 2 - 16, 2026

Feb 9, 2026

Course Fee Payment Period
Winter Semester Begins

@ @aishaacademyca
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In the western world, New Year's Eve is celebrated with many activities. People stay awake through the night and spend
their time partying and consuming alcohol. Thus, the year concludes and the New Year begins with such immoral
worldly activities. The majority of people lack religious concern and, as a result, cannot attain the depth that a true
believer can achieve. The dignity and spiritual stature of a true believer lie not only in expressing despair over such
worldly activities, but also in conducting a self-audit and evaluating the year that has passed. What have we gained and
lost in the past year? Will a true believer evaluate the year through a worldly lens or will it be through a religious and
spiritual perspective?

We, Ahmadis, are truly fortunate that Allah has granted us the guidance to follow the Promised Messiah*. He presented
a clear summary of Allah’s teachings and those of His Prophet*® to us and showed us the high standards by which to
evaluate our deeds and our spirituality.

Thus, if we spend the last night of the year and the first day of the New Year pondering over our spiritual condition and
supplicating to Allah, we will be among those who work towards a good life in the Hereafter.

If our weaknesses still prevail, and our self-evaluation does not bring us peace, then we should pray to Allah, asking that
the upcoming year not be one in which our spiritual growth is diminished. Instead, our every step should be in pursuit
of Allah’s pleasure. Everyday should be reflective of the Holy Prophet*® and his good, moral character. Our days and
nights should be spent in a way that help us fulfill our pledge to the Promised Messiah®.

May Allah forgive our sins and shower upon us His countless blessings. May Allah show us the achievements that have

been destined for the Jama'at of the Promised Messiah*. May the upcoming year be full of blessings (Ameen).

Summary of Friday Sermon - December 30, 2016

SCHOLARS IN SERVICE

Durr-e-Samin Sahiba completed her Bachelor’s degree in
Economics in 2001 and a Postgraduate Diploma in
Computer Science in 2003 from Bahauddin Zakariya
University, Multan, Pakistan. She immigrated to Canada in
December 2005 and began serving the Jama‘at in Canada
in 2006 in various capacities. At the local level, she served
as Assistant Secretary Ta‘lim, Secretary Tajneed, Secretary
Isha‘at, Assistant General Secretary, General Secretary, In-
charge Waqf-e-Nau, Secretary Mal, Secretary Tarbiyyat,
and Naib Sadr. For the past three years, she has been
serving as the Local Sadr Lajna in Maple jama’at.

She began volunteering at 'Aisha Academy Canada in 2013
and formally joined the Academy as a Hifz teacher in 2014.
She later stepped away due to family responsibilities. From
2021 to 2024, she worked as a school assistant with the
York Region District School Board. In February 2024, she
rejoined 'Aisha Academy as a Course Instructor and Hifz
teacher. Since April 2025, she has been serving as the
GHQS Coordinator at 'Aisha Academy.

Durr-e-Samin Sahiba

“I would like to address all the students of ‘Aisha
Academy and Hifzul Qur’‘an School Canada and
remind you that you are the future of our Jama‘at.
You are the missionaries of tomorrow, entrusted with
spreading the beautiful message of Islam and
Ahmadiyyat throughout the world. Those of you who
are memorizing the Holy Qur‘an are becoming its
guardians, carrying a great responsibility and honor.
Strive to live your lives according to the

commandments of Allah and the teachings of the
Holy Qur’an. Focus on reforming yourselves rather

than looking for the mistakes or shortcomings of
others. Reflect on your own actions and continuously
work toward self-improvement. Always try to see thée
good in people, overlook their faults, and forgive
others. Develop humility, patience, and compassion,
and let your conduct reflect the true teachings of
Islam.
May Allah enable all of you to live your lives in
accordance with the teachings of the Holy Qur‘an and
grant you success in this world and the Hereafter.
Ameen.”

-Durr-e-Samin




RIPLEY'S AQUARIUM OF CANADA

The students of Girls’ Hifzul Qur’an
School had an adventurous day on
December 16, 2025 when they visited
the Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada in
downtown Toronto.

They had the opportunity to travel on
the GO train - for many, this was a
new experience. It gave students the
chance to sit with their friends and
enjoy the journey together.

The visit allowed students to observe a
wide variety of marine life up close —
including sharks, jellyfish, crocodiles,
Komodo dragons, and chameleons —
gaining exposure to both aquatic and
land habitats. The visit included time
at several exhibits throughout the
aquarium.

An interactive water station allowed
students to engage with water-related
activities. The trip concluded with a
the
followed by a stop at the gift shop.

visit to indoor playground,
Overall, the visit provided students
with a valuable learning experience

outside the classroom.

“When we arrived at the
aquarium, we saw big, small, and
all kinds of fish. We also touched
the stingray. It felt slimy.”

Fareeha Ahmad

“My favourite thing about the
aquarium was seeing the jellyfish.
They were so colourful!”

Rafia Rahman

“l got to feel the temperature of
the Atlantic ocean which is always
below 0° Celsius. I also got to see
jellyfish. I always thought that they
were soft animals but in reality it's
the opposite. I also learned that if a
Komodo Dragon bites you, its
venom makes that area numb.”
Sadaf Rana

“It was the best trip I have had in
GHQS. I liked the stingrays. I
thought that they would feel hard
but instead they were very soft and
slippery. At the gift shop, I got a
narwhal plushy for my sister.”
Nabiha Ahmad

hy‘! 8 1‘,;
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“l liked going with friends and
sitting together on the train the
best. We got to touch stingrays.
They would tease us a little by
coming close and then leaving, and
when we touched them, they
would splash water at us. I loved
the long treadmill. It would move
and allow us to stand in the
tunnels watching and enjoying the
fish and sharks all around you. I
also liked the land animal
exhibition where they had a
Komodo dragon, chameleons, and
a crocodile.”

Farida Ahmad

“The hall full of pipes was really
interesting. We also learned that
all the plastics in the oceans and
lakes get eaten by fish. Basically,
our garbage is affecting not only
the fish, but is affecting us as well.”

Tayyiba Kahloon

FOR PARENTS

The Parent-Teacher meeting
for the in-person Hifz Program
will be on January 9, 2026 3
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Admissions for the 2025-2026 Winter Semester are open!
Classes start in February!

‘Aisha Academy Canada offers flexible study options for those interested in pursuing the Mubashira
Diploma in Islamic Theology and Comprehensive Studies (3-year program) or a Certificate in Fundamental
Islamic Studies (1-year program) available in both full-time and part-time schedules. Students also have the
option to take individual courses as part-time learners without working towards a certificate or diploma. To
accommodate various schedules, these online courses are offered both in the mornings and evenings, with
some courses available in Urdu. Whatever your goals may be, we have an option to suit your needs. All
Ahmadi women who have completed their high school education can apply.

Courses Offered:

Holy Qur’an Translation & Grammar
Holy Qur'an Commentary

Holy Qur’an Tarteel

Comparative Religions

Islamic Sociology

Islamic Teachings of Kalam

Islamic Teachings of Figh

Islamic Teachings of Hadith

Islamic History (Islam & Ahmadiyya)
Urdu (Language)

Politics & Islam

Malfuzat

Girls’ Hifzul Qur’an School is offering 5 online short evening courses for young Ahmadi girls across Canada
to get a taste of Hifz. Memorize and understand parts of the Holy Qur’an, prayers, and more. Each girl can
take up to 2 courses, and may select from two different timings for flexibility. All Ahmadi girls across
Canada, ages 7-16, may apply. Age requirements may differ depending on the course.

Courses Offered:

Hifz Al Qaseeda
Students will
memorize the Arabic
Qaseeda, arevered
eulogy composed by
the Promised
Messiah®, in honor of

Pearls of Tarteel

This course is
designed to help
students develop
accurate recitation of
the Holy Qur’an, apply
the rules of tarteel in

Journey to Juz ‘Amma
This course focuses on
memorizing the last
part of the Holy
Qur'’an, with a focus on
correct recitation
(Tarteel). Each

Salaat Secrets
Students will
memorize selected
Qur'anic verses recited
by Hazrat Khalifatul
Masih V* during
congregational

Hifz Al-Adi'iya

This course helps
students memorize
various prayers and
their English
translation while
exploring their

semester covers a
quarter of the last para,
helping students
achieve precision and
excellence in reciting
from memory.

Age Requirement: 9-16

the Holy Prophet®.
Memorizing this
Qaseeda is believed to
deepen love for the
Prophet® and bring
spiritual rewards.

Age Requirement:7-16

prayers, enabling them
torecite these verses
from memory in Salaat
with proficiency.

Age Requirement: 9-16

historical background
and significance. It
fosters an appreciation
for prayer and
remembrance of Allah.

Age Requirement:7-16

their daily recitation,
and attain a melodious
style of reciting the
Holy Qur‘an.

Age Requirement: 9-16

For more information and enrollment details, please visit our website www.aishaacademy.ca
or contact us at admissions@aishaacademy.ca or +1 905 303 2139

@ @aishaacademyca
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